
Friday, February 10,1693. 

~IAJOR-GESECAL LORD METHUEN, C.B., C.Al.G., Commanding 
Home District, iu tho Chair, 

OUR S'iVORDSlIBh'SIIIP. 

l3y Captain A. UUTTOS, latc King's Dragoon Guards. 

IS the rery -raluablc lccturc delivcrcd nt Simln, last Jnnc, by Coloncl 
King-Hmnnn, on (' 0fficci.s and tlieir Weapons," with the gist of 
.which, I think, w o  must a11 bo conveisant, Iic complains of the 
jgnornncc of our ofGcers as regards the practical nso of tho wenpons 
t h y  carry, both tlicir swords and thoir rcvolvcrs. I, for my part, 
regard the srrord as tho main weapon, in tlio wiclding of ~VhicIi its 
lxnrcr should strive to att:tin as marly as possible to pcrfcction as his 
natural cnpncitj- will allon.; a hi lo 1 think that his rovolvcr should bc 
kept in resc'rre as an ausilinry nrm, only to be resorted to when hard 
pressed, rind in such caw he ought to bo ablo to usc it mitli his left 
hand. I know that some people do not agree with me, but I think 
J-ou will find that tliose who hold- tho contrary opinions hold thcm 
b~causc thoy nro utterly ignorant of swordsmanship, and conccivc 
that tlio easicst wny to nvoid tho discredit is to  decry the ar t  of fenco 
as much as possiblc. Fortunately tliere arc here and therc smttcrcd 
among our regimcnts a few who study the subject, and liavo bccn 
taught b~ rcally good masters, aud it is very gmtifjing to seo so 
niaiiy of tlieni hero today; but, if you were to  search tlic Rcgimcnts, 
Rcgulars, Blilitia, and ~701untecis right through t1iQ Scrvice, 1 am 
afraid yon would hardly find an n-xrage of onc such olliecr per 
battalion. Coloncl King-IIniman, with whom I licartily agree, does 
not blamc our joung o5icci.s so very much, for tlic reason that, cvcn 
in tho casc of thoso who take a pmctical interest in the matter, tlicy 
are obstructed by scvcrd scrious liindmnces. 

Tho want of onthusiasm for swordsmanship is largely due, I think, 
in tho first place, to  the apathy of the governing bodies nnd hcad- 
masters of our p e a t  scliools. Now all, or practically :ill, of thcsc 
great schools hnvo now-a-days what arc termed Army Clnsscs; wliicli 
are dcyoted to preparing boys for tho army competitive csaminations 
-to training thcm, in.fact, for R military carecr. Onc would be 
inclined to ininginc, if it wcro not too wcll h o r n  to bc otherwise, 
that  tliesc liend xrinstcrs and governing bodics would sctf the advisa- 
bility of giving the lads some sort of sound instruction in the use of 
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51.1 OUR SViORDS~IIXSIIIP. 

tlic a1.rn.s t h c j  arc destined to carry. Somc schools, I know, lravc 
Volunteer Corps, in which bojs arc drilled, and tauglit to usu a rifle, 
tlic rreapon of tlic privato soldicr, but thc sword, their own futui-c 
nrm par rzcelleiice, is left out in tho cold altogctlicr; in ccrtaiii cases, 
i t  is true, Some fencing master of rcputo is allowed to tracli, but, 
attcndnncc nt his classcs is  entirely Toluntarj-, and, as a rule, lie 
only comes down to tho scliool once or twicc n week for an lionr o r  
tEo  nt a time. JSom, nt most of tlicsc scliools the boys nru coinpelled 
to takc part in ccrtaiii games whether tliey liko them o r  not, usually 
cricket and football. To crickct and football I nm not lieretic cnougli 
to  talio csception-they aro good, liealtliy, open-air gamcs, nud for 
schoolbojs generally \-cry desirable; but I really think that in the  
caso of tlio nrmy clasgcs, out of six drip of compulsory football somo 
t h o  hours might-bo dcvotcd to teaching thc, to them, much moro 
necessary a r t  of fencing ; in fact, cvcry boy in tlic nrmy class ought 
to bo compcllcd to lcarii this just as much as Iio is cornpolled to takc 
part  in tho other p m c s ,  nnd thc instruction ought to l o  g i n n  by D 
mnstcr of tho liigliest proficiency obtainable, wlictlicr nt home or 
from abroad. Tlic foil should be the weapon selected for the corn- 
mencemcjit, for whcii foil practice nnd sabre play :ire properlj- taught, 
tho former leads natuinlly into the  latter. A s  compulsory work, 
three good hours a weck should be sufficient, but tho b o p  sliould bc 
encouraged to nttcnd voluntarily ns much ns possible, and tho more 
intelligent of them should Lo inducted into tLc art of tcacliing nlso. 
Some schoolrnxtcrs, I know, will hold up their liands in horror at 
tho bare idea of such nn innovation ns this ; but-I must remind those 
geritlerncri tha t  army classcs thcmsclves aro an innovntion, and that 
tho ultimate needs of their members ought to bc attended to. From 
my own cxpcricnco I know that, provided tho instruction be sound and 
tlic teacher intelligent, n boy of fifteen will leain to  fencuin about one- 
third of the time that is  required to  tcacli a grown-up man, although 
tlic mnn may bc only in  his twenties ; mid if the bojs in tlicsc classes 
wero but  so tnuglit, they would join their regiments not only expert 
miordsmcn, bu t  with such a 1iassioiiatc fondncss for the art tha t  
they would bid fair to inoculate thcir less enthusiastic brother officers 
with the samo virtue. 

Let us now, for  tho sake of nrgumcnt, supposc that thc scliool- 
masters aro willing to  recognisc fencing as necessary for tlicir pnpils ; 
t l i c j  will natural13 ask, wlicrc are w e  to obtain satisfactorj teachers ? 
Jly answer to the great rich scliools is, if you want, as you ought to  
want, a really proficient resident master, IOU will linvc, until tho 
couiitry posscsscs x nntional rjchool of arms :it mliich such inen may be 
trained, to import him from Fraucc, tho licadqunrtcrs of the art. You 
will not, of course, get onc of tlie highest rank to leavc his country, 
any more than the French racing men can gct tho lending English 
jockcjs to scttlc pcimnncntly orcr there, but you will easily get’vcry 
ercellent teachers of at lenst tho second rank, provided their salaries 
arc forthconiing ; while in largo provincial towns, such, for instance, 
as  Eastbourne, in which place, as a resident friend of mine told mo 
n o t  long ago, ‘I keeping scliool is thc leading industry,” thcrc ought 
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OUIl S\~ORDSMhSSLiII’. 515 

to bc occupation for more mastcrs than onc, and yct, owing to the 
attitudc maintained towards s\i:ordsmanship nt prcsent by the school- 
masters, i f  n Teally proficicrit man \vcrc to takc lip his :ilodc tlicrc, I 
&I not belicvo Iic mould bc able to earn his living. Hcrc in  London 
thcrc arc n few fcncing rooms, somo of tlicm kept by Englislimen ; 
but it is n fact, that if \YO wnnt frcsli mcn who can tcnch tho ar t  ns 
i t  ought  to b~ t p g h t ,  wc 1ii1~0 to go to Frnlicc to look for tlicm. A t  
thc London Fencing Club, French professors are always crnplojcd ; 
this sliould Eot be tho C ~ S C ,  for, thc .‘‘ Siiturdny Review ” pointcd 
out 11101‘0 tlinn a ycar ago, thcro oaglit to bc nbout tho country enough 
sound teachers not only to supply our provincial towus, but our 
dlagcs  also, if nccessary. 

T’he only cstablishmcnt in tlic country which profcsscs to train 
fcncing instructors is tlic military onc a t  hldcrshot, nnd it appcarv 
to mc tlint. both its traditions a d  its mcthods ham ncver bccn suck 
as to commarid succcss. It was inauguratcd some th i r t j  jcars ago, 
and, bcilrg then an absolutcly new crcation, ho\v \-cr~- easy it \t-ould 
liavc bccn to liarc founded a school which \vonld lisrc rivallcd thc 
famous Fiuncli military school at Joinvilln lo Poiit; aiid tlicrc ought 
to bc no rcason whatcvcr ~ l i y  wc should riot possess instractors 
eqnal to 11. Sauzc and his comiadcs, who wcrc brought ovcr to the 
ltoyal Military Tourrinmcnt in 1891, riot to cntcr thc lists against 
our military Iuastcrs, but mcrcly to perform Lcforc tho public. 

At tho tirno I liavc alludeci to, cnrly in tlic sixties, it is not casy to 
conceirc mhy our authoritics nbstaincd frorii calling in  the assistnricc 
of ono or otlicr of tlic great London mastcrs, for thcrc werc thexi 
among us several mcri of verj liigli professional rcputc, any one of 
whom might hn-ic becn cmploycd to train a nuclcns of instructors ; 
tlicrc was Hcnrydngclo, tho last of his housc, with his chief assistant 
and afterward succcssor, tiic famous NcTurk, tho grcutcst swords- 
man and most accomplish~d mastcr of fenco that oiir nation hiis cvcr 
produced ; thcrc was Captain Chiosso, a teachcr equal, i f  uot superior, 
to &. Angelo, and tlicrc was 3Lr. Shury; wliilc among rcsidcnt 
forcigncrs there mcrc 3111. Gillcmand, Pons, and Prerost, all of tlic first 
rank. Professors such as thcsc as licad-masters, undcr thc supcr&ion 
of ofliccrs posscssing sufiicient skill in tllc ar t  to LC nLlc to sec 
wliethci. or no the mastcr and his assistants wcrc doing tlicir work 
thoroughly, would harc created for 11s R training scliool of tho 
highest order. But nono of these emincnt men wcrc selcctcd ; on tlic 
contrary, thc authorities confided thcir work to D BIr. Archibald 
XcLnrcri, who thcu kept a gyrnnasium a t  Osford. This gcntlcmari was 
iindoubtedly an adcpt nt tcaching clcmcntary gymrinstics, but un- 
for tundcl j  for us Iio was not a smordsman, dthongli Irc bclicvcd 
himsclf to bc not only that, but a master also ; to his cstablishnicnt 
then an oflicer, not, I think, selectcd on account of his prolvcss as a 
fenccr, and a party of non-commissioned officers wcro scut for instruc- 
tion, nnd thcrc t h c j  rcmairicd for a matter of six montlis, a period 
pretcndcd to bo sufiicicnt not only to makc tlicm fcncing mastcrs, b u t  
gymnasts as wcll ; and i t  is this wretched sir montlis chat has doric 
so much harm cvcr sincc. A11 s\wrdsmcn, who fcncc with tlicir 
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516 OUR S\TORDSJIASSHIP. 

brains as well as with tlicir bodics, know wcl1 that it will takc a gear 
of good solid work, tnking a lesson tlircc times a wcek, to makc a 
man n passablo amateur, and that with the foil only; while I am 
told that in France it takcs twoyears, working every day, and all day, 
to train a mcre prec61, tlic lowcst rank of;instructor, wlio is not 
nllowxl to tcncli exccpt undcr tho su~~ci.vision of tho mastcr liimself ; 
and in Italy, as Signor Parisc informed mc last ycai; it takes thrcc 
years to form a mastcr; and p t  a t  our military trniuing scliool tho 
man rcceivcs his ccrtiticate d t c r  six months’ tuition, during which 
t imc lie lins to undergo R gj-mnastic course, :ind possibly one of bor- 
ing also, which natuidly rcduccs his fencing to something likc thrcc 
nionths ; nnd it must bo rcmembercd tlint lic lias not tho adrnntagc of 
studjingeitlicrnndcr n Sauzcor L Parisc. A sis months’course isutterlj- 
inadcqnatc, crcn werc.thc sjstcm of instruction onc of the highcst 
order, tvliicli i t  is not; and wvlicn we coniparc this oficial systcm, 
which our army instructors arc cornpcllcd to usc, with tlic timc- 
honoured mcthod of thc Frcnch masters, the faults of tho former 
bccomo so glaring that i t  is a mattcr of astoiiislimcnt that such a 
lool; should h a w  bcm forccd upon us for more thnu n quartcr of a 
ccntnry. 

With the first part of this work, wliicli dcals mitli tho clemcntarj- 
positions, tlicro is but littlo fault to find ; this, liowcvcr, is not due to 
i ts  author, but to thc strcnuous opposition to his teaching of the late 
Xr. Gcoisgc Chapman, one of tliu fincst and most lcirrncd amatcur 
swordsnicn that ewr csisted ; but, unfortnnntcly for us, Mr. Cliap- 
man dircctcd his attention to thc first part only, nnd i t  is the rest of 
this book which, SO far as tiino pcrxnits, I must coniparc with the 
trixo Frcncli scliool. 

JlcLnrcn gives us, niucli ns otlicr writers do, the four lixics of 
nttack as sccn wlicii tlic foil is licld in tho ccntvnl 01’ incdiuii: guard; 
and 110 also cxplnins tlic cngagcmcnts of qzrarfc and fierce, in  wliicli, 
of coiirsc, 0x10 out of the four lines is corercd, hut hc mnkcs the 
mistake of bnsing nll his subscqucnt lcssons on this ccntral guard, 
in wliicli c v c r ~  0x10 of tlic four lincs is left open. 

W o  now comc to \\-lint nrc tcrmcd “direct attacks,” which arc 
attacks madc ‘upon any opening shown by tho oppepcnt, without 
having rccoursc to IL fcint or otlicr rnovcmcnt for tii>;-iypose of 
crcating onc j tlier comprise tlic “ sfraiglrd ihrzuf,” the “disc)zgn&ineiit,” 
n thrust dclivcrcd on tho lino immcdiatcly opposite to that oil which 
the cngagcmcnt is formed, tho “ dErobonent ” mado on tlie uncovered 
iine, high or low, on tlic side of the cngagcmcnt, and tho “c01cy6,” or 
cut oeer tlic point which can only bc cmploycd on tho upper lincs. 
With these tlic official book confuses scrics after scrics of attacks in  
two and thrcc morcnicnts, wliich cannot bc “ dircct,” as tlicy hare in 
their composition one .or more feints or dcccptions of thc bladc. 
Common sensc would suggest making the pupil acquainted with tlicsc, 
tlic simplcst forms of attack, bcforc showing him tliu way of dcfend- 
ing liimsclf from tlicm. NcLarcn thought otlicrvrisc, and lie put tlic 
cart before the horsc by teaching tlic parrics bcforc making it clear 
to  thc beginncr exactly what. thcy arc meant to counteract. 
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OUR S\YORDSJIIXSIIIP. 517 

Now for thc pnrrics. Tlierc ale two ways of effccting R p r y :  
first, tho incompletc form of tlic “parado d’opposition,” in which the 
foil is merely passed into tkc required position in such a nianrler as to 
ausc  the adrancing point to glidc off it, tt morc or lcss sluggish 
morcnicnt, and, second, the complctc onc of tlic “parade dtc fac,” 
which finishes with a bright, crisp, little rap on tho adversc blade, tlic 
springiness of which liclps greatly towards tho prompt delivery of tlic 
vi$ostc; thc latter (parade tlrc tao) is tlic parry uscd by thc Frcncli 
mnstcrs, \vhilc tlic forxxicr, tlic incompletc one, is ciijoincd by our 
official Look. 

I now comc to o. vcry iinportant matter in coniicctiori with tlic 
parries : tho two positions of thc hand, S q J ~ ? m f h ,  when it is hcld 
with tho palm more or lcss upwards, and p”afioic, when thc palm 
is morc or lcss turncd down. \Vc can c:isily pcrceim which of thcso 
is prcfcrablc bj- taking a foil in our hand, and lioldiug it in tlic posi- 
tion of skfe, which is the crtrcnio point of supination ; wc now place 
n, couplc of fingcrs of our left lrnnd on.tho lower part of tlic biccps, 
muscle, and 11-0 find that musclc doing its officc in supporting tlic 
forearm nnd sword in their propcr position. Wc now turn our hand 
gradually round to seeondo, tlic cstrcmc point of pronation, and wc 
find thnt tlic biccps, pinctically spcnking,. goes off duty, tlic result 
Lcing that tho linnd, wlicn in pronation, IS vcry liable to bc drawn 
ilownivards by n lorn feint, and, Lcing so drawn down, it misscs thc 
power ncccssarr to pull it  up again. 

Tlic Frciicli rccopiiso cight siniplc parries, four of tlicm in supina- 
tion and four in pronation ; in supination wo hnvc quarto, with tho 
palm of tlic hand half turned up, fo:. thc inncr high linc, nnd sopfbie 
formed from it bj- simply dropping thc point for tho inncr low linc, 
sisfe with tho hand i n  full supination for thc high outside, wliilc from 
s ide  is formccl thc octave foi. tho lorn outsidc by again mcrcly drop. 
ping tho poict; tlicso arc tho parries usually taught by tho best 
Prcncli mastcis. Certain Englishmen have, I know, objcctcd to dztc 
and octacc becnnsc thcy nllcgc tlicm to bc \veak positions ; if, how- 
crcr, thcr  arc corrcctly fonned thcj- arc strong enough, nnd that 
ivliich is strongcr than strong enough wry soon dcgencratcs-ii$o tho 

Tkc four pnrrics in pronation arcprimc for tho high insidc, gzziitie, 
formed somctliing likc qunrte, only with thc palm turned half down, 
for tho low insidc, ticrco for tlic high outside, and secoizdo, n vcry 
11ear-y parry, for thc low outsidc. Theso movemcnts nrc sonictimcs 
gircn to ndvanccd pupils, but only as surprisc parries, and not as a 
incans of training the hand. Thc official book dismisses tho snpina- 
tions sonicmhat airily as bclonging to ‘‘ thc early stages of tkc art j ” 
a completo mistake, for, as liistoiy shows us, the rapier, thc dcmi- 
rapier, and tlic early small swoid wcrc uscd chicfly in pronation, and 
in soinc C ~ S C S  thc swords wercnctunlly biased to  that dfect. It gives 
us, first, wliat it crroneously calls quark, with “ the back of tlic 
hand turned slightly upwards,” mhich is not n, qzcarte at all, but R 
p i i c t c ,  tlic most faulty parry of tho mliolc cight, :is it forces tho point 
off thc line, thereby iutcrfcring with tlic i iposfc.  It gives us t i e m  

coorso and clumsy. \ 
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518 OUR SKORDSJIASSHIP. 

formcd in tlic usual way, and also the seconde; this lattcr is properly 
formcd from fierce, as is ocfacc from s i d e ,  by simply dropping tllo 
point; but thc Rcgulntion bookgoes out of its way to makc the move- 
ment an awkward one, forming it by a “ scmi-circnlai. swecp down. 
viards and outwards orcr tlic inner linc,” which is not mcuaccd nt 
all, bcforc arriving nt tlio !inc wliicli lias to bc defended, wliilc i t  
totallj- ignores thc sepfim, which is, perhaps, tlic most brilliant and 
tlio most bafliiig of all tlic parries, and without it-hich many very 
important coinbinations uf dcfcncc arc impossiblc, but puts in its 
plnec n monstrosity called “ sc~ni-circlc,’~ which tho author facetiously 
dcscribcs as “ tlic most artistically formcd ” of thc sci*ics j this calls 
for cspecial noticc. 

Observe that tho point to bc dcfcnded is tlic lorn inner line, to do 
wliicli, from tlic pita& engagcmcnt, we hnrc only to drop onr point; 
but thc Regnlations ordaiu it to be othcrwise, nnmcly, by “ o, free 
sweep of thc blado over the ontcr liiic traversing the undcr division 
of both lines,” wliicli brings us, nftcr liaring tmverscd tlircc-qnartcrs 
of B circlc, into that  cry position of s ~ p f i i ~ ~ e  which m o  had rcachcd 
by much simpler means. Well; nwkwarcl as thcir rnovcmcnt is, onc 
would snpposc that, liaring a t  last arrircd a t  thc line tlircatcncd, 
t h y  ~ o n l d  bc satisfied ; but no ! they go still further, “ ascending on 
thc nppcr portion of the iiiricr line until the point rcsts a t  thc clcvn- 
tion of the shoulder, and a fcw inches abovo tlic hand, slanting 
obliquely to thc left front ”-that is to say, with tlic point dcsigncdly 
off thc line-not n good position to riposfe froin. Compare tho tc r t  
with tlic illustrntion arid sou will sco that if we carry out tlic order 
faitlifnlly IVC finish by guiding tlic cncmy’s point straight into our 
own face. This is bad cnongh, but tlio conntcr of this parry, termed 
“ conntcr-circlc,” is cvcn WOMIC. I think, liowcvei; it is scarcely 
worth wliile to spcnd time in discussing it in detail, and I liavc, 
morco-xr, decided to point out only tlic primary blunders of 
this system; to dcnl with it completcly would take too long a 
time. . 

Therc is nnotlici- thing much to bc deplored in our militnry tcacli- 
ing, and that is tlic “class Icssons.” Thc French military school is 
most positiro in enjoining that tlio instruction shall lo allcays in- 
clicidnal; ten minutes of personal teaching is worth more than an 
hour’s work in squad or class, in whicli it is impossible, cspccially in 
the cnsc of lessons in two ranks, to train tlio pupils, rough beginners 
as t h y  arc, to csecntc tlic movements with that closcncss and delicacy 
vhicli is tho life and soul of point fencing ; and, moreover, it is prac- 
tically impossible for thc instructor to noticc and chcck all of eren 
tlic most pdpablo mistakes. As a case in point, not so very long ago 
I was looking a t  a pcrformancc of this sort, x-licn a thing struck me 
-which liad e-dcntly riot struck the teacher-and it wns that liilf 
tho men i n  tho squad wcrc holding their foils npsidc down ; and I 
wish you could hare sccn that  sergcant’s face when I pointed i t  out 
to him. Thcsc clnss lcssorrs with tho foil arc inorc to bc condcmnecl 
ovcii than those wliicb the officcrs hare to pcrform i n  tlic infantrx 
sword excrcisc, about which Colonel King-Harman spolic so cmphnti- 
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OUR SKORUSJIASSUIP. 519 

cally ; tlicir only possible object can be to s a w  troublc to a lazy in- 
structor at tlic cspensc of the eficicncy of his pupils. 

With such a qs tcm ns this, : i d  with instructors so inndequatcly 
trained, can wc be surprised that our young ofliccrs takc scant in- 
tcrcst in tho subject? Bpsidcs, in thc infantry thex have bat slight 
opportunity for Icarning the littlo they miglit learn; for, nltliougli 
cavalry regiments arc nlloivcd n fencing room of somc sort in tlieir 
own barracks, this luxury is still, I belicve, withheld from the 
infantry, although from tho naturc of tlicii. work t h y  have much morc 
time to spend in it. 

Bcforo leal-ing tile foil, I sliould like to dnm attention to sonicthing 
rcry important to the stndcnt ; it  is the nccd of cultivating. two grcnt 
faculties : onc being “ doigtk;” or tho ar t  of guiding tho foil with tlic 
finwrs mther than wit11 tho wrist ; whilo tlic sccond is ‘‘ soztimctit drc 
fc?’ which governs and dccidcs the niovcments of tho weapon, cspc- 
cinlly in  dcfcxiec, hy the senso of touch. Xearly all tho great masters 
of this ccntnry tell us in tlieir works somctliing nbout thc ndvantagc 
of possessing tlieso facnltics, but they ono and all omit one thing, 
and that is to tell us how to acquire them; in fact, the mnstcrs nn- 
doubtcdlr regard them ns trado secrcts, and, thcrcfore, b~ no means 
to ,bo impnrtcd to tlicir nniatcur pupils; they aro scarccly to bc rc- 
gatded as natural gifts, but the3 can easily bo acquired. 1 will 
csplnin tbc ‘( doigk?’ first. 

A fcm months ago I happened to be laid up from nn nccidcnt, and, 
bcing unable to fence, I took to thinking instead. It sccmcd to me 
that thcrc must be some way of training thc fingers to coiitrol tlic 
foil; so I got hold of n light littlo George I11 small sword and began 
manipulating it in  this way : I placed it correctly in  my hand, and 
then lifted up the thumb from off the grip, and commcnccd guiding 
tho movcmcnts of tlie point with absolutely nothing moro tlinn thc 
forefinger, and tliis, although I was lying on tho sofa, I found to 
answer my expectations so well that I got up on to my crutches in 
order to complctc tho study. I Inadc, or irnngincd, a littlo spot about 
tlie sizc of n shilling on tlic xall, nbout as high as niy shoulder; f 
cxtcndcd my ann and sword completely towards it, and then executed, 
using tlic spot as :I mark, such sirnplc movcmcnts as disciigage, om, 
two, doiiblc, kc., and I found that by guiding with tho forefinger only 
tlic morements bccamc extraordinarily closo and nccnixte, and I es- 
pcrimcntcd similarly with tho simple nud countcr pnrrics, and with 
combinations of them, finishing each movcment with n riposte. Now 
these arc escrcises which 11-e can perform by ourselves witliont tlic 
nssistaiicc of a master, but it must bc distinctly understood that tlioy arc 
nothing more than gymnastic practices for tho fingcr ; I feel sure, how- 
erer, that, if thcy nre used with regularity, the tingcr will bccomc so 
habitu:itcd to doing thc work that it will continuo to do it when tlic 
foil is held in tho usual manner in a lesson or an assault. I will not 
trouble you hero with all tho detail of thcsc studics, because I have 
already made them public in  tho Unitcd Servicc Magazine of this 
month. 

The sccond of thesc faculties is tlic ccsozfimeirt clrr fey,” nud it also 
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520 OUE S\YORDSJIASSIIIP. 

is to Lc gained by study j but lierc tlie nssistaiicc of miotlicr pcrsou is 
rcquircd, although a professional niastcr is not absolutely Iicccssnry, 
seeing that two arnntcurs who understmid the niovcincnts cnii practisc 
tlicrn togctlicr, and so rcrj- mntcridly ilnprovc cncli other’s plny. Tire 
cxcrciscs arc performed at half clistancc, and tlic attacks arc dclircrcd 
with thc siiiiplo cxtcnsion of tlic arm, :ind witlioiit tho Iiingc, as tlic 
olijcct in  view is tlic training of tlic hand’only. T h y  arc, nioreowr, 
as Lcncficial to thc 0110 who ncfs tlic part of mnstcr ns to tho pupil, 
for, in  ordcr to giro tlic lcsson pr01icrly, tlic morcinciits of his foil 
hm-c to Lc studiously closc and accurate; niiil licrc lie will firid tlic 
bciicfit of Iiaving prcviously riiastercd tho “ cZoigfk ” studics. Tlicsc 
lcssons arc no iiiyciition of my own, but wci*c givcii to nic many ycars 
ago, for c1 spcci:il purposc, bj- that tnrrioiis mastcr tho Into Mi.. JlcTiirk. 
Tlicy arc mcll known to iunny forcigii fciiciiig iii:istcrs, hit. ,  bcj-ond 
n?)-sclf, I do iiot know more tlinn two or tlircc living amatcurs to 
whom tlicy Iiarc Lecn irnparted ; thc ninstcrs hold tlicm back from 
tho I I I ~ C S  of their pupils just as tlicy hold back tlic “ doigtt‘.” I linro 
arrangcd tlicm in “ Tlio Swordsman ” in fivo parts, uudci. tho nnuw 
of 6‘ Windfold Lcssons.” Tlicii. csscncc is that thc pupil lcnrns in 
csccutirig his. parries and ripostes to Lc guided bj- tho sciisc of 
toiicli nlonc, for during tlic wliolc of tlicm Iio lins liis cycs shut ; thc 
rcsiili is that tho ciitirc poircr of sciisibility ccutrcs itself iu tlic 
arm and liand to such an  cstciit that tlic ncrvcs sccm -almost ns if 
they wcrc continucd iuto thc blaclc itsclf. and this scnsntion is cinpha- 
sizcd by thc inastar fcclirig tlic pupil’s Lladc, not by prcssurc, but by 
moving his own foil up and down tlic ccntrc of it, miking tlic stccl 
Litc, so that when this fcclirig cc;iscs hc knows that tlic master is dis- 
engaging, and that it is tirnc to cxcciito wlintcver parry has bccn prc: 
viously orddred. 

I rriust now rcrcrt ngnin to thc test  on wliicli I am prcacliirig- 
Coloncl King-Harman’s lecture. H c  is rery se\-crc upon tlic “ mild 
courso of singlestick play I’ wliicli tlic ofiiccr goes through whcu Iic 
is young, and the “ curious coursc of iiistructioii in what is known as 
tlic infantry sword cscrcisc.” and i t  is of this lnttcr cspccinlly that I 
must now spcak. First, with rcprd to tho manner in which it niakcs 
ns Iiold tho sword, with tlic thumb and fingcrs claspcd rouud tlic 
liandle; this \\-as objcctcd to in quitc carlF timcs by a famous old 
swordsman, Captain John Godfrcy, who lircd in tIic days of thc 
cightccnth ccritury gladintors, was a pupil of tlia celcbratcd Fig, and 
brought out in.  1747 a w r y  intcivsting nnd instriictirc work on thc 
small and back sword, nnd this is what Iio says : “ Tlic commou war 
of holding .the sword is with a kind of globulni* I i ~ n d ,  that  is, with 
all tlic fingers and tlic thumb mnking B circle round the sword. Tlic 
conscqucncc is tlint, whcn you comc to makc your cut. joiir gripe 
mo-ies nnd slips round your palm, and 1011 losc your directing cdgc. 
But let thc szvord bc held with yonr tliuinb miscd upon tlic surfacc, 
and cxtcndcd in a straight linc, you will novcr fail to carry an cdge.” 
This is thc way in which both thc Italian and thc Frcmh masters 
hold thcir sabres, but the faulty hilt and absurdly short giip.\rliich 
wc arc compcllcd~to usc m&c..it, for us, somewhat difficult.. This 
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OUR S\YORDSJL\SSLIIP. 511 

lq+ation wny of Iiolding tho wcapcn is conducivo only to coarsc 
and lieavy play, which is furthcred by tlic pxformnnco of what is 
tcrmerl tho “ assault,” in wliich tho cuts arc mado from tho slionldcr 
and clbow, a bad prcpantion for an csci*ciso wliicli lias to bc dc- 
fcnsivc as wcll as offensive. Tho grcnt Italian mnstcrs, Parisc and 
Ccsarano, as well as the Frcncli, .instead of using a cumbrous 
“assault” of this kind, train tlio hands of tlic bcginncrs with n scries 
of cscrciscs called I‘ nioZineZZi” or ‘ I  m d i n e l s , ”  in  which the arm is 
hcld quitc strilight, and the rcvolutions of thc swxd n i t  nindc only 
iyith tlic wrist and fiiigcrs. 

ciigaging guard ; ” this is n 
rather low linnging guard, and about tho most awkward position con- 
ccirablu for tlic ariii to bc plnccd in, oning to what Godfrcy dcscribcs 
a,s “ the  twisting and straining of thc muscles,” cspccially tliosc of 
tlic shouldcr, whosc ii-ork it is to hold up tlio arm. Tlic prize-fighting 
‘‘ gladiators ” of that tirnc-for the early prize fights wcre with sharp 
sviords nnd not with fists-certainly rccogniscd a gnwd of this naturc, 
and called it b? a rather disagrccablo name, I‘ tho coivard’s guard,” to  
wit, n sort of guard for a timid swordsman to crouch undcr, bnt a vcry 
bad onc for a bold ni:m to attack from. I nllow that foi. tho dcfciicc 
of tho insido i t  is fairly useful, but cspcricnco tclls mu that i t  lcnvcs 
tho outsidc dnngcrously opcn both to direct nnd indircct nttncks, 
cspccially wlicn thc oppoiicnt stands on tlic mcdiom. This lattcr was 
rccogniscd by Godfrey, Loncrgan, 3lillcr, and, in fact, a11 tlic loading 
writers of tliosc vcrx practiod times. It is a.middlo position betwccii 
quarfe and fierce, and thc thumb, ns Godfrcy rccommends, is cxtcndcd 
along the back of tho grip. Now it is only by tlic nction of tlic 
tliumb ancl fingcrs in  this position that tho fcirits can Lo maclc with 
thc ncccssary crispiicss; and, furtlicr, i t  is by a suddcn and quick 
prcssuic of tho tliumb on tlio back of tho grip that an initial vclocitj- 
is irnpartcd to thc cut sufficicnt to rcndcr uri1icccssai.y tliosc licavj- 
slogging rnovcmcnts which I liavo already condemned. 

Tlic grentcst fault of all in  tho infantry sword cscrciso is that it in- 
culcates tlio teaching of swordsmanship ordy i n  squads of singlc or 
doublo rank, and ignorcs individual instrnction altogcthcr, tho result 
being that it dcgenerates into a mcre bmrck-yard drill, robbed en- 
tircly of tho intcrcst which attaches to an intclligcnt pcrsonal lesson. 
Tho nttcr fccblcncss of c pcrformnnco of this kird is only too pal- 
pablc, and i t  tcrids to crcatc indiffcrcncc a grcat dcnl moro tliaii 
cnthusinsm. 

\miat is rcally nccdcd as a text-book is a judicious blcnd of tlic 
time-honoured English broadsword play with cortain dctails, and not. 
so wry many of them, derived from t h o  modern Italians (and this I 
claim to linvo nlrcady prorided in “ Cold Steel ’’ and I‘ The Swords- 
man ”) : first the ll~~iozcZinefs,” and, sccond, the high quarfe ancl 
high ticrcc as hcnd.parrics (though thesc arc rcally old English, and 
arc rccommcndcd by Godfrcy), togetlicr with n vcry important 
nusiliary parry which I hare introduccd undcr tlic nnmc of “ hig11’ 
octavc.” Tho peoplc who arc charged with tlio tminiiig of our mili- 
tary fcncing masters appear to be either unwilling or unable to under- 

I takc grcat crccption :JSO to tlic 
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5 2  OUR SYiOBDSJIAXSLIIP. 

stand this, so I liad bcttcr point out its uscs, ~vliich arc : first, to stop 
R riposfe dclivcrcd orer tlie bladc aftcr a paartc parrj-, and, sccond, to 
parry n cnt a t  tlic right chcck dclivcrcd nftcr giving n ’beat with tho 
back of the sword on tlic iiisidc of the opponcnt’s bladc. All this 
\\-as brought to our notico last ycar nt the Roj-al Military Tourna- 
iiient. by Signor Parisc himself, who, of coursc, cnllcd the high octave 
by its Italian xianie of “cedufa Ji scsfa,” but tliosc wlio cannot or will 
not scc d i n t  is put to them i i r  plain English arc not likely to under- 
stand it much bcttcr ivlicn crplnincd in n foreign tongue. 

In conclusion, I must rcpcat that w e  havc no right to bc surpriscd 
at any npntliy 011 the part of 0111. young oficeis, swing tho disad- 
vantngcs nnrlcr which tlicx labour. In most cascs they h a w  not so 
much a s  a room in which t o  practisc fencing if t h y  arc so mindcd; 
whilc, whcrc there is a garrison g p n a s i o m  within reach, tlic only 
instruction t h y  can gct is of so poor a qunlity that it is almost \rorsc 
than uscIess. For this I do not blainc thc sergeant instructors, bc- 
causc i t  is not tlieir fault; most of those whom I liavc nict witli havc 
bccn good linrd working xncn, cxtrcmc1;F keen a d  anxious to acquire 
anF information that n ircll-skilled person, may l ~ !  good-natured 
cnougli to givc tlicm; but tlicr nrc compcllcd by ordcr to tcnch a 
sjstcni tiicy know to bc wrong, nnd which is no better than n sorry 
burlcsqnc! on fcncing ns i t  is taught a t  its hcadqunrtcrs in Itrancc. 
That interest in tlic subjcct should bc SO slight is not their fault, noy 
is it tlic fault of tile young oficcr; tlic fault must be loolictl for clsc- 
d e r c .  

T I ~ C  CIIAIIOIAN : wc arc rc r r  grateful to Captain ~ ~ i i t t o n  for tlic interesting 
rnd  cmpliatic lccturc hc lias dclircrcd to us, and not only for 1110 largo nttcndancc 
that tlicrc is, biit nlso for tlic number of names thnt I hnrc nlrmdy lind suhmittcd 
t o  nic for tlic disciis.zion. Dcforc I mnkc nny rcuiarks of n i j  own, I will ~ a y  i t  i3 
n subjcct of rcry clccp intcrcst. I might say of vital importance, to thc army, and I 
Copc you will ~ p ~ a k  out openly and frankly what JOU think. 

3fajor-Gcncral b’. ~ ~ A U J f E ~ S L E Y  : h r d  m l i u c n ,  Indics, and gcntlcmcn, tlic 
lccturcr has rcriturcd to spcnk dispnmgingly of a dcar old fricud of iniuc, the 1atc 
JLr. Archibald BfcLnrcn, to ulioni not only the army, but tho couutry a t  largc, i i  
inorc indcbtcd than is gcucrallj kiiown for tlic grcat progrcns that 1133 bccn madc 
in plrjaical education durinm tlic last twenty-fire or tliirtF years. I will not cum- 
nicnt upon tho tastc lic d i s ~ % ~ j s  in t h n 3  dccrzing n dead man. 

Captain ILWTTOS : That is rather strong. 
JIajor-Ocncral~Ir.~~~EnsiEP: It i3 strong, for I feel strongly; but ‘I will not 

nllorr liis memory to be assailcd,nnd a9 fur as my poor porrcr~ go I will cndcarour to 
do jn3ticc to it. I n  1155 or 1859 it  was brought to tlic iioticc of thc military 
authorities that n sjstcm of gymnastic instruction had bccn found rcry beneficial 
in tlic Prussirn nnd French armics, and a Committtc \rna nppointed, consisting of 
Sir Frcdcrick, tlicn Coloncl, Uamilton, of tlic Grcnadicr Clunirls, Dr. l’nrlrcs, Pro- 
fcszor’ of lljgicnc nt Xetlcj, and Mr. Archibald XlcLarcn, all, alas, now with tLc 
majority. Tlicy iwrc instructed to Tisit. tho diffcrcnt schools in Germany and 
Francc, and rcport. Thcir-report M-3s npprored, and it wiis ilccidcd to citnblislr’d 
EOmCahnt einiilnr system in our o m  army. Tlic question tkcn .mas when: t ; b  
instructors should bc traincd, and i t  was decided that a class of non.cornmis,ioncd 
oflicers.should bc selected, nnd ecnt lo be tmined by bfr. JZcLarcn at his gyui-. 
nasium in Oxford. I must rcmind JOU that  a t  this time thcrc wcro scarcely nnr  
gpinnsio in tho country ; there wcrc nono in any of the ublic Echooh: There 
were scarcely any in any prorincinl towns, nnd crcu in Lonfon tlicrc ircrc only t )  
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OUR SKORDSJIASSUIP. 523 

few fencing sclioo1~, such ns Angclo'c, Chioaso's, tlic London Fencing Club, and some 
othcrs, alicro fencing vns principnlly tanglit, and also n certain amount of gyin- 
nwticn, but on no rcgular systcm, nnd notliin- that could be dignified by thc term 
p1iysical education, no JIr. 1r.cLnrcn cnllcc1 Tt. ~ ~ i i s  clncs of non-commissioned 
ofliccrs, not too carefully sclcctd,bccausc Commanding Otiiccrs wcre loath to qinro 
good men for what lhcy did not scc was lilicly to bc of miicli bcnelit, TOP cent to 
Oxford undcr nn oUiccr who tlic lcclurcr snjs in his pnpcr u-33 not rclcctcd for any 
prowees in fencing, but Iic spnrcd my bluslics in rcading i t  by lczring that out. It 
is @to true that this officer wna not a fencer, biit a t  the same time lie gare SUE- 
cient mtisfuction to thc military authorities to bc entrustrd with tlic dircctjyi of 
tho gyuinastic instruction of tlic nrmy for upwards of liftcen yc3r3. IIicse 
instructors wcrc trained by Jfr. NcLarcn, und n t  the ~ a m c  time ho busied Iiimsclf 
by compiling n book of instiuctions in nll the different cxercirc~ eiiit:ililc for thc  
nrmy. It is rcry probable that with tlic progress that has hcen made iii plijsicnl 
cducetion durin- tlic last twcnt year3 somo faults might be found with this book, 
but a t  tlie timcqt Ira5 compilci it was certainly rcry fiir in n(1riince of nnytliing 
that hnd bccn liitlierto published. \Ye nrc nlso rcry miicli inrlcbtcd to Ur. 
JicLnren nnd this Grst e l m  of non-cornmis~ioned officcrs for this grcat progrcss 
in  gpnastic3 ; for from tho start tlius uiade instructors linrc bccn sent out, not 
only to the nrmy, but to gymnasia nll orcr the country, literally in hundrcdr ; for 
now 1 may nlso tcll you that nlinost crcry public school is p ror idd  with a good 
gymnasiuui untlcr capable instructors, notwithstanding the snccrs of tlic Iccturcr, 
and tlicre arc liundrcds in the different provincial .tonne. 

The C I r l I n v A s  : Instructors in gyinnastic~ or fcncing ? 
3Znjor-Cfcncrnl ~IAMXEI~SLES: Gymnastics. I liare now done with gymnastics, 

nnd will turn to tl!e inuncdiatc subject of tlic Ircturc. I t  i3 w r y  true that this 
cliisa of non.comrnissioned officers =I10 were setit to Oxford (lid not 1 c a ~  that place 
with rcry much hnowlcd.gc of tlic nrt, nnd thcy could sciirccly be crpccted to icarn 
fencing and gymnastics in tho short space of $is uiontlis; but JIr. JlcLaren w r y  
wiscly tliouglit that it w-oiild be wrll to tcrch thcni nt nll crcnts tlie ruditncnts of 
tkc nrt, trusting to fortlicr practice and instruction, p o d ~ l y  under ICnglisli or 
foreign professors, to improre tliernsclrcs. That object wis licpt in Tierr; biit the 
jcnlousy of the London Fctcing Club wns such that, thougli with grcat difliculty 
nnd ~ i t h  the assistrncc of nri influcntinl mcmbcr of thc Club I obtnincd perinissioir 
for tho principal fcncing instructor a t  tlic Aldcrshot Gymnasium to risit the room 
whilo fcnciiig \.ins going on, thc fcncing instructors tlirrc, JIJf. Gi1lcru:ind and 
Pre ro~ t ,  wcre not pcrmittcd to girc him a lesson or eren cross foils with Iiiin. IVc 
wcre, tliercforr, tlirown upon our own rceourcc~, and lcft to do thc bcst wc could 
for ours~lrc3, nnd I nm frcc 10 confess t l u t  bad was the bcet. But thc lccturcr 
is bold enough to 6aJ of Mr. 3fcLarcn that  lie was not a swordsmnn, tliouglr he 
bclicrcd liinisclf to bc not only that, but a master also. Captain IIutton is 
strangcly in crmr. Jfr. XcLarcn during his youth spent many ycnrs in Paris, 
alicrc Irc practised nt nll tlic principal saltcs d'arrmes. and IIC va3 not afraid to 
mect nny one, professional or nniatcur. I l c  told me liimsrlf-and I liad no right 
to doubt hin word-that Iic had gaincd hi3 diploma, as  tlicr callcd it, of mailrr 
cl'arrnes, which thc lccturcr ~ re l l  knows is jealously guarded, and i 3  ncrer &en 10 
any candidate, cxccpt after a rery scnrcliing tcst bj a cominittcc of cxpcrts. and 
sliowing that he is tIiorougI11y capublc of instructing. I hare now said m y  say in 
defencc of my old friend, and I hope ' that  bcforc IVC lrirc this rooin Captain 
Uutton will Iiare tlie gncc  to E : I ~  that he spohc vitlinut sulTicicnt knowledge of 
him. I ail1 now turn to tlic book., It is lrucit  is nfaulty book,arid I do  nottloiibtnt 
all tlint 3fr. McLurcn R O U ~ ~  harc writtcn a rcry  different Eortof book lorn differrnt 
class of lcarncra, but it 13x3 iutcndcd simplj 36 3 handbook t o  commcucc in3troction 
in fencing, and it most be rcmcnibcrcd tlic class of mzn it wns intcndcd for and 
tho tiinc n t  wliicli ib w a ~  n-rittcn. 1 +as not a fcnccr wlicn I acn t  to Oxford, 11s 
Cnptnia liutton justly obscrres, nnd I hare not practised much sinrc, lily tastc not 
lying that way, eo I do not feel competent to nnswer his objections to tlrc faults,as 
I10 cnlls thcm, and no doubt thcrc arc a rest many faults, in the book; but, with 
your pcrmi3sion, in thc abscncc of Coloncf Fox, who has becn obligcd to  go abroad 
I should lilic to rcad D papcr sliich hc has lcft, and asked me to  rcad a p i i i s t  tli 
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54.1 OUR SKORDSYASSIllP. 

ricws of thc Icctiircr, and i n  soiiio sort esplniiiing thc book. lTc MJS: tir,ols[l 
3lctliiicn and gcntlcmcii, I ngrcc with Captnin IIutton's rcmarks that tlic practice 
of amis slioiild bc niorc gcncrally studied among thc officcrs of our arniy, botli ill 
thc caralrr and in tlic infantry, tlinn i t  i3. Unfortunately only a very finial1 
iuinority df tliciii tnkc any intcrcst in tIic matter. 21s to our public schoo~s, I 
nriirl~ doubt if their licad maslcrs will, as u I)odj-, accept Cn tsin IIutton's opinia~l 
on tliis Eubjcct. At  prcscn,t tlic pliysicnl training of c a n h a t c s  for tlic army is 
r 3 d l ~ -  ncglectcd, tlic ciciiic fiivcn bcing inrnrinbly t l i i t  all tlicir cncrgy is rc iiircd 
for tlic nientnl strain Iicccssary to p rcp rc  thcm for tlic csniniiiation. Any diyeio- 
logist can tell us lion- absurd such in cxcusc is, tlic mws sana not bcing capnblc, 
i f  the indiridiml is t o  bo ndaptcd t o  lasting piirposcea, of R scpnntion from thc 
co ip<s  SUiii!>it. But this is sonicnliat bciidc the prcecnt qucition. Bu t  R O U I ~  it 
bo wiac to ask .tliesc joung men, d ioec  brnins iirc already orcrworked in tlic 
majority of cnsc3, to nttcnipt to lcnrn tlic art of fcncing, an art that is iinircrsnlly 
nckncwledgcd bg Iriding ~iIi)aiologi~ts to bc n scrcrcr tax upon IIic bmiii thnn nny 
otlier forui of cxcrciac, nnd onc tliat, crcn to an artist likc 31. M&igiiac, of Paris, is 
:J tinics on nluicnt iuibcarablo mcntal and ncrrous strain ? Ilcsidcs wliicb, 
fcnciiig, if inclulgcd in to  nny cstent by unformed and p n i n g  youths, frcqucntlr 
produccs lateral currnturc of tIic spino and otlier clcformitics. I f .  nrccssary, 'r 
cqn produce chapter and rcrsc for this stntcnicnt." Sonic gcntlcmcn laugh a t  
tlint stntemcnt, but I should likc to rend a doctor's opinion upon that  point, R 
doctor a110 1ias gircn iip n grcrit dcnl of his tinic to gjninasin nnd studicd pliy- 
sicnl cducition r c r j  clcscly.. Tlic doctor snjs, "Thc plijiiquo of tlie majority 
of nrniy candidatcs is lnnicntablc, uutl tlic inorc EO bccaiisc it ir c i d j  prr. 
rcntablc. Tlic plipical cducation iu  our public schools is pmcticdly nil, tlic 
national p i e s  bcing in 110 m y  educational, but on1~- rccrcntivc, cxcrcisc3 and 
gniiics of skill, nll of irliich p ines  arc ncccnsarily nttcndcd by prcdorninant iisc 
of only certain parts of tlic body nnd sets of musclce. All EUCII p m c s  of skill, 
if practiscd nrsiduoiislj (as t h y  arc br tliosc alio &OW u natural aptitudc for 
tlicm), iiirolvc pirtinl dcvclopnicnt of the bodg, with tlic ncccssarj ccrolliry, 
asymmctry of tlic body, which mc3ns niorc or lcs3 actual deformity. Fencing is 
csscntiallr an exercise of skill, ns niucli, too, an csercisc of tho brain as of thc 
lilubs, and tlic fntigiio attcndnnl on fencing is less a iiiuzcdnr fatigue than :L 
iicrroiis oiic. All gnnies of skill indiilged in during tlic dcvclopmcntal period of 
tho skelcton (which is niost nctirc from 16 or 17 to 25 jenrs of age) should go 
hand in hand with rcguhr, sjslcmatizcd c~crciscs, which only can producc o 
sginnictrical dcvclcpmcnt of tlic body. And tlic incxcusiblc (csccpt through 
ignornncc) n c g h t  of this EcndJ tho sorry npologics of rnnnliood into tho world 
tlint n-c SO oftcii scc. Fencing, owin: to its pcciilinr tcndcncy to produco cur- 
vaturc of tlic spine, lowering of tlic rhouldcr, and concomitant flnttcning of tlie 
chest, slionld on no nccoiint be nlloircd during thc mallc~blc and yiclding. and 
still growin;, icriod of thc skelcton. For army candidatcs fcncing, as nn art, 
sliould ccrtaink Rot be taught until tlicir cntrancc into Snndhiirst, nnd tlicn only 
wlicn nccoiiipnnicd by fi~atcmatic cxcrciacs applied to the wliolc body." Colonel 
For  continucs, "I nm not conccrncd with tlic past history of tlic Aldcrdiot gjni- 
iiasiuni, or it3 original formation. But i t  ECCIYIB to nic that i t  noiild 1iarc bccii 
aliiioit iinpossiblc to liaro startcd i t  on the mmo linca ns that at Joinrillc, wlicrc 
tIic iion-commisiioncd oniccrs under trainino dcrotc three jcars (of scrcn hours' 
work a day) to tlrc studj- of tho a r t  of fcnciong nlonc. Tlic number cntcring crcry 
Teat is on0 liuudrcd (nll1iaring prcyioualj liad, st least, onc ycnr's trnininz iindcr 
heir reginicntal ninilre d'nrntes, and being eclccled for Joinrillc, bccausc they 11aro 
dio\vn cxccptionnl promisc). Only sixtccn of ercry liuiidrcd crcr qualifj as 
iitniire d'urines, tlic rcinniiidcr bcing scnt away ns iiniTortliy of furttcr initruc- 
tioc. U'liatcrcr faults tlic lcctrircr mny linrc foiind with tlic old sjstcni of tcacli. 
ing a t  dldcrshot, I do not tliiiik lie eliould condcn~u tlic prcscnt until Ire hi, 
Iionourcd us a i t h  n cisit, and sccn the work tliat is bcing donc. and the sjstcni. of 
iiistructicn that i j  now mrricd out tlicrc. A s  r cp rds  tlic 'sis inontlis' ' fencing 
and gyninastic course, and tlic amount of work that has to bc crowded into it, I 
must draw attcntiou to  tlic f:ict lhaf then? arc m:inj othcr iiiattcrs to be c-oii- 
ridcrccl bcsides the drsirabilitg of tcaching~lncn to. fcncc. . ITkt .  wc want to 
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produce in this coiintry for’our nrniy instructors is a rcnlly good ‘all.round’ man, 
:nid not 3 brilliant fencer ouly. If Captain Hutton ChOOSC3, lie can see a t  Aldcr- 
shot Eisty-fi\ e nou-commissioned o5cers who hare lint1 thirty da~s’ instruction in 
fencinn (of forty miniitcs per daj), with whoso progress Iic will be nble to find biit 
little, ?f any. fault. I bclicrc tkat the last reprint of the book whieli j3 alluded to 
was issuctl in 1636. It has bccn orit of print, and disused, for a t  loset firo 
pars. The nrt of fencing canuot be lcurut from 9 book. Tlicreforc i t  appears to 
nic l i ad ly  practicnl, or dcsirablc, to issue one, iinlcss tho nuthorities ordcr me to 
do 80. Tlic prcscnt system of foil-fcucing nt Aldershot more closely rcrcinblcs 
Clint carricd out at Joinrillc-le-pont then any othcr. Thi3 bcing the case, I con- 
sidcr that  I may safcly ignorc Captain Hdton’s criticisms on tho atheks and 

rrics that he  supposes TC tcacli. Our sjstcm of sabre-play follows closcly the 
R c s  of that clabontcd by the Caralicre Massibllo of Florcncc, which I considcr 
iuorc practical than any othcr. and also much moro suited to  the needs of our 
army. I altogether decline to  hare tho system of fencing at Aldershot jud-d by 
the  standard of an oficial work wliieli is out of print, that  I 11d no hand Pn com- 
piling, nnd diosc dicfa are absolutely unactcd upon in the licidquortcr gymnasium. 
C1as tcacliing of fencing 113s bccn nbolislicd at Aldcr3hot for somc timc. A s  a 
gcncral fiilc onc instructor 113% clinrgc of every thrcc or four men. In  sabre-play 
an ’ upright’ cngaging guard 1133 bccn in usc for a wry  long time, instcad of tho 

linnging-guard ’ that Captnin Hutton now wry rightly condemns, although iu 
ouc of his cnrlicr works (that is now in m y  posscssiou) lic rcconiincnds its adop- 
tion. I considcr that the ‘mouliucts’ he rccommcnds nrc uttcrlg usclcss for o 
sword suitable to our arnij, siucc they nre done with tlic mis t  ouly. To bc of niiy 
y c t i c a l  raluo <i.c., to tcacli a sn-ordsmnu to delircr a disabling cut), they inuat k 
(one with tho liantl, wrist, torcnrm, and clbor, combiucd in co-orrlinitc action 
(the iiiusclr3 of tlic shoulder bcing ascd a3 littlo as possible), ns rscouucndcd by 
tho Caralicrc llns%i;llo. The grssp of tlic sword, tliat wc 113~0 taught for 8 o u c  
jcars, is that  with tlie thumb cxtcnding along the hilt. To conclude, I cannot but 
think i t  i3 a pit)- that C.cpt:iin 1Futton 113s not taken the trouble to find out for 
liimself, or to come and ECC what i3 actually going on in the Iicndqulrrtcr fcncing 
cstablisliiucut n t  Aldershot, bcforc condemning it, us 11c i3 cridcntlr in cntirc iguo. 
raucc of the sjstcni tliat is c in icd  out thcrc.” 

Coloncl CORDOS 31. I n s  : A s  one of the unfortunate “~ r ipp lc3 ’~  condemncd 
by that  doctor, I prcscnt mjsclf before you nftcr forty j c a d  cxpcricncc of fencing, 
for  I bcgau fcncjng at fiftccn, 2nd am non- fiftyfire, and still bclicrc 1 am not a 
cripple. I still fence Then I can, almost ercry day of my lifc. 1 r c d y  think Re 
ham gone a little bit nstray in tho last fir0 or six minutes. Czptnin lIiitton, I ani 
~ierfcctly ccrtain, did not gire this lecture with 3 r i e a  of attackin- nnyboclj. It is 
for the future nnd not for tlie pnst, and I would beg of us nll to  “ h t  the dead pDst 
bury its dcad.” We nre not met here to abuse anybody \rho has dono irork, nnd 
I am quite certain that that  gcntlcminwhom I nercr hcairlof before, but who i3 SO 
ably defcndcd by Gcncral LlnmmcrA did tho work to  t l i e r c r ~  bcjt of his ability, 
and  probably rcry good xork‘up to‘ % dnto nt which Iic finished. But  KO a11 
know rcry xcll, bcuusc thero is no humnn being can deny it, tliat in the rholc  
English arniy, out of mnny thousands of officer4 who carry  sword^, tlicrc nro com- 
paratircly ccry fen- who liar0 tho smallest notion of using tho wcapo~i they c a q  
with that absolntc confidcnco that habit alono gires, bccausc there liarc bcci: 
no tcnchers and they hare never been taught. That, gentlemen, is r l i a t  KC hare 
met here to  try and bring before the public. It i3 not for us in thi3 rooin to Zay 
exactly lion- it is bcst to  bercmedicd. Our chairman, id10 is one of tho fincst 
fcnccrs in the world, h3a nl rcdy  crprcsaed Ilia concurrencc in EOIUC of thc r i c w  
tha t  arc likely to find fwoiir kcre by being preacnt to-day. What  I think C:bptaiii 
Hutton n-islics to point out is thnt tlic 05ccrs of our a rmr  in a11 its bmnclics nrc 
a b d u t c l y  ignorant of almost all hind3 of sword fighting. I Iiappcncd to bc going 
down to  hunt uear m y  liomc in liaxupahirc one day, knowing nothing of tlic school 
at Aldcr~liot, nnd rnccting two o 5 c c r ~  in the train also going to the sa1nc Iucct of 
tho hounds, 1 said, “If Sir  Erclyu Wood will allon- nic to conic and I’r’”ctisc in 
the  suiunicr tiiuc, wlicn I am nt homc, at-tho Fencing School, a t  Aidcrdiot, I shall 
be very g l ~ d . ”  Tkcy enid no doubt lie would. I Paid, “Do mnny omccrs 60 
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tlicrc? Tlier ?niil, I‘ You will find S O ~ I C  in- 
structor~ tlicrc, and p u  s i l l  find mmc rcrJ- fnir!y tminecl incn, but you ail1 not 
find any otliccrs tlierc.” That may or may not bc correct ns I understood i t ;  but 
I belicrc i t  W ~ B ,  and I11arc no reason to doubt it. Tlic feiicing scliool is known 
311 orer tlic world ns bcing the finest scliool tlint ciists for training tlic nerrcs of 
men. Tlicre is probably nothin that niakcs a man’3 ncrrca eo good nnd sound as 
perpetually standing opporitc to%s fellow mnn and fightin: him. I r i l l  go SO far 
as to say tliat if you take the greatest muff tha t  ercr lircd wit11 tlic sword, if that n p 8  
has bocn nccustonierl to stand opposite nnotlirr man nnd pcg into him for rears 
and jcars, o r  cren for onc year, that  muff that  was, will bc a bctter Iiian if Iic stands 
up to fight n fcllov~-mnnwho is pcrliaps naturally morc skilful, bu t  who has nercr 
liad n sword in 1;is hand. 
our b o p  lcnrnt it a little b~ fighting rcry largely a t  crery school, and, slthougg 
that i n  n corn nratirely emall wuy of fighting, j-ct still i t  did an infinity of g00d. 
Thnt fighting Joe, not, I nni told, any longer exist to the sanic cxtcnt, and fencing 
i3 renllj the rcliool-room of fighting, it is thc wry  beginning of lighting, and must 
bc practised by ercry man who wnnts to light xrcll with nny kind of sword. . But 
nt thc wnic time that ir only to a ccrtain cxtcnt. It is tlic tcacliing clcnicnt of 
tlic sword only, for if you have to’fight n man JOU must rccollcct that  you hare 
not, when figlitinn, got a niark on. The mask in fcxicinn innkc3 just tlic clilkrcnco 

tlic hcnd. I caine Iierc 
to-day hoping tlint this might be tlic introduction to  formingn sort of Icld to public 
opinion, to point out. that there nrc nbeolutc11 hardly nny officers of tllc Ihglisli 
arniy who can light with tlic EKOrd a t  all, x i th  skill, and knowing that tlicrc nrc 
thousands of tliooc otliccrs,. of all tlic Serriccs, now waiting nntl wisl~iug to bc 
taught, I h o p  tliat by coming hero to-day nnd listening to  thc rcry ablc Iccfurc,. 
supported ns wc nrc in this room, we may h r r  puhlic attention to this mattcf. 
If wc can’lcnd tlic niitlioritic~ to lcnd R riot unrvillinq car to  our fccblc crr, me 
ehall, I am surc, h r c  achicrctl thc objcct of this inecting. 

Captain II.. IT. \YIGBAN, Scots Gds.: Captain Iriiltori l iar gonc orcr tlic 
ground, I think, so thoroughly tliit  hc line left rcrr  littlc to be addcd bcyond con- 
firming Iiii rcmnrks. n u t  tlicrc arc two or tlircc tliiug3 which in i~ l i t  bc mid to  
bclong to thc subjcct ond rvhicli I think ouglit to bc poiutcd out. Oyic is that this 
npntliy, ns I an1 nfnid wc must call it, on tlic part of rrgimcnt:iI olliccrs, with 
regard to fencing and smordsmnnsliip, is, a grcat dcal of it,  duc to \r-lnt Captain 
Uutton 113s pointcd out, yiz., tho diniculty of obtaixing instruction.. I Can only 
say tlint I, injoclf, who Iiarc bccn practising srr-ordsnianship in onc form or anotlicr 
for EOUIC firtccii years, liarc fount1 i t  alinoet impossible to obtain anytliing likc good 
instruction froin nnybody crccpting 3 forcign professor. That prxtically mcans 
that you must lirc niorc o r  less in a large town. . I f  you lirc in London you can gcL 
good teaching ; I bclierc you ciiii in ionic prorincial towns. I cau only say my 
rcccnt erpcricncc on that subject is t1i:it when tliree or four of us who arc rather 
kccn about srordsmansliip tricd to  get liolcl of n fencing inastcr in Dublin, rliicli 
I think wc may dcscribc 11s n fairly large town, we aerc nbsolutcly iinablc to find 
one. Unfortiinatcly the man who ought to  bc able to lielp (13, tlic rcgimcntal in- 
structor-it is no fault cf his, and rcgimcntal instructor3 nrc nlaajs tlic first t o  
acknotrledgc it-is not a man xlio lielps a t  all. IIc is ouly toa willing to learn nnd 
to lielp onc ns far as lie cnn in crery possible way, bnthc is no usc as 3 swordsman. 
Tlicrc is nnotlicr thing xliicli I think rzitlicr gocs ngainzt o 5 c c r ~  t:tkiq u p  swords-: 
innndiip in thc way that inany of 113 tliiuk tlicy ouglit to do, niid that i 3  that tlicrc 
is nn iniprersion existing tliut close quartcr fighting ia a thing of tlic past. I think. 
that is diic to a rcry grcat extent to the fact that tlierc ara certain, pcrhapi rntlier 
too brond, TiCWSwllich h a w  bceiitnkcnwitli regard to  the 1a.t grcat wnrof 1670-71; 
I think wc s l~dl  probably fiud in thc nc i t  war, unless it liippcns orcr thc m n c  
ground, tlint tlierc mill bc n grcnt deal of close quarter fighting. Dattlcs will 11oL. 
nIwars bc fought orcr pcrfcctly open bTouiid, such as you ECC n t  ViouriIIc..C;rare- 
loti< in tlic greater pnrt of. \\‘ijrtli nnd a t  Wcisscnburg, nnd if tlier, < a  ligliting 
in a cloec country; aborc nll, if tEera ig,  ns wc liefir tlicrc is likclr, .,, OC, grcnt usc 
of night attacks, I must say I do not ecc how close quarter figli,ng is p i n g  to be 
aroidcd. I rpal i  with all duc rcspcct to better judges, but I think i t  will bc found 

Tho rcply was ‘I XO, liardly one.” 

The hnbit of lighting is of enoriiious raluc. Formcrl 

. -in fencing you 30 not hit tlic hezd : in fighting you 
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that  in a ru416c of nny kind, whether by day or night, a sword is a much liandier 
thing to use than a rcrblrcr. I do not think tho atatistics we gct with regard to 
the I670 ~ 3 r  girc one any reliable result with regard to the nniount of cwualtics 
that  occurred in the rnrioue eng~gements where either tho sFoid or tho bajonct 
-3s iiiucli used. l l i c  dny before y s t c r d q ,  after considerable trouble, I syxeeded 
in finding out thnt tlic lost publislicd book ou tactics, Bakcr’s “Tactica,” pv6 008  
pcr cent. as thc nnioiint of I T O U U ~ S  by sword or bayonet. But that  applies to the 
rliolc war, nnd, I think, if you wero to take i t  aa being unircrjsllrtrue thet the 
casualties in no engagement excecdcd 0-09 of the force engagcd, y o u ~ o u l d g e t  juat 
33 wild a result a5 sou would gct if you gcnerslizcd from the rcsults (which I only 
linppcncd to come ncros this’morning) that in one particular battle, at Chenchicr, 
by one single niitr~illcuso discharge, trenty-one men were knocked orer, wliilo if 
you look at the statietics in tlio eamc book you will find thc total low br mitrail- 
1cu60 fir0 wns something likc 005 per cent. Thcrc is one particular application of 
awordsmanrliip which I think comes cloecr to us as Xnglislimcn then to nnj  othcr 
lintion, that is, srordsmansliip in sarugc warfare. On tlie f3rd March, 18%. tlio 
battalion l o  which 1 belongcd marched to MncScill’s znrcba. Tho h t t l e  had taken 
plrce the day before. I conic ncro33 a friend in one of tho rcginients which had 
iiiodt distinguished itsclf in tlie fight, and I asked liiin “!ow Iio l i d  got on.” 
*‘ Well,” he said, “wlien the rush cnmo I wn3 knocked uvcr. I got up again and 
MW n big drab coining a t  me. I knew I was no good with n sword, so I took my 
revolver and fired a t  his stomach,-nnd hit him between tho cyca.” Thcrc i3 
another nrgumcnt ngninst the rcrolrcr, nnd that is that it  i 3  nbsolutcly incflicieiit 
against n swage, wlio has got grent tcnrcity of Me. Orcr and orcragain-I dare aay 
some in this room hare occn it-a enrnge has been reen to chnrgc withblood spurting 
out  in linlf a dozen places from bullet hits. If he doc3 not lioypqn to be liit in the 
right placc it docs not Etop him when he ia well on the rush. I dam say thero arc 
plenty here wlio can ire n like erpricncc. Again, in Afghanistan and Burmah, 
we constantly licnr of%ond to liand eucountere, Rcncrally on a sina1~ ncnlc, but still 
very important to tho man: tlicy happen to, and I strongly suspect eome’ ndricu 
vliicli was given to rome of us in 1685 by oneof the Soudan residents r i l l apply  in 
most of tlicsc cnscc. M’liat Iic mid was, “Kcrer you try to get your point in firot. 
Yoit miist parry the other fellow’s first cut. If  you do that ~ o i i  haro got Iiim. 
If you run him througli he 11- got you, 1mause you won’t stop Iiim.” I ani 
!Iiankful to sny I hare newr mysclf had occasion to make‘nse of hia ndricc. That 
a3 oa8ibly tlio reason I nm here now. There ia ono point about almost nll our 
inkntry swords which I think worth drawing attention to, and that is a wnnt of 
eymmctry in tho hilt. It ii unequnllj sided ; there is much moro aciglit on ono 
side of the  guard than on tho other. . I f  you liandlc ono of thew .words you will 
find a tendency, supposc tlic back of one’s liand is up, For tlic edge tc turn down, 
uulcss you hold i t  extremely tight. I f  you mnke a cut  with it, the moment the 
edge encountcrs nny’rcsiatirig eubstancz you will find that tcndenry becomes.stil1 
iiioro pronounced. If  you tn tc  3 sword with an  equnl gunrd on boYi side3 you wil l  
find tlic tendency does not exist, and the diflcrencc i t  makes ngninst.nnother man, 
an even gunrd against nn uncrcn guard, is something nstonisliing. Therefore, I 
should likc to recommend tliot, if possible, all swords should be mado with a 
sjmmctrical guard. 

Colonel CLEATXEIC : I wnnt just to Jay 3 n o d  or two nbout tho public s chda .  
I quite agree with Captsin Iiutton that the army clesscs in public scliools should 
be taught fencing and S R O ~  ploy. I think I may be allowed to uay that the head- 
maetcr of the Uarrow School is quite willing that this should be done. Althougb, 
as ho my?, he finds it lrev difficult to fit in tlii3 work with other s t u h ,  he 
appreciates tho importance of tlic subject, and, I feel qiiito ccrtain, solpe day or 
other it will be carried out. 

Jfajor R. C. B. LAWBESCE, King’s Dragoon Goard3 : Gcntlcmcn, there waa one 
point Captain JIutton mentioned about cricket. . I should be very sorry if anjt.hin-. 
interfercd with crickct, “our nntional game,” but I do not think fencing n d , &  
so. With  regard to what we heard just now about tho trctica of tlic nest war, it. 
sccms to me that the first thing which will happen sill be great engagements of 
cnralry. If all other things arc equal, wlien the cnoslry’ meet, the result m u t  be o 
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a X e ,  and from that strugglc the  beat sorordmcn xi11 most probably cmcrg‘. 
tictonous. I dnro soy many of 1-011 hnrc rcnd a most charming old book, by tllo 
hte Captain Xolnn, on la Caralry.” In that lie ~ p ~ a k ~  of an  cngngcmcnt that 
occurred, during tlic timc lie was in India, bctwcen thc Xizaxu’s caralry and the 
&hillas, and hc mentions that nrms and lcge, and crcn hcnds, m r c  cut off ad if by 
gioiiti. 31c found tlint tlic Kizam’n caralry ucrc nrmcd with old h g h h  sword.s, 
sronla cast by tho Ihitisli cnrnlq-, snd mountd by the nntircs for tlicir own use, 
but they wcrc kept in wocdcn scabbards. Captain Xolan inquircd Iron- these men 
werc taught to cut. Tlic answer mas, thcy aero not t-aught a t  all; “ a  shnq, 
sword will cu t ’ in  any man’s hnnd.” That brings me back to tlic qiicstion of 
scabbards. !lh’~cabk~ards of European c a d r y  nrc of metal, .for tlic pakc of 
dursbdity nnd nppcnrmce; the result is that  wo caiinot liopc to keep our swords 
shnrp, and thcrcforo KC must truet inorc to  thc point. Xou; nothing will tcncli iis 
to  uac our points so cffcctirely ns fencing. E’cncing I bclicrc to bc thc bcst lcsson 
for this. Human nature’s first instinct i3 to  strikc, bnt it. is no usc striking (k., 
cutting) if you 1iaw not got a shnrp swordland wc shall not point cffcctircly unlcjs 
wo arc taught by a long nnd hnrd coursc to do so nlmost inetinctircly. Jly ow11 
pcrjonnl cxpcricncc lins bccn t l i i~.  I hnrc bccn through 3 coiirw of fcncing two OF 
tlrruc times iiiidcr riiilitary inrtructors, nnd thought I was getting on prctty wcll. 
J cnmc 1111 to town rccciitly nncl put m p l f  in tlic hand3 of 3 Frmchninn. 1 found 
that  Iic was likc n cat ylsjin,n with a nioiisc; Iic could do anjthing hc likcd yith 
me. I fclt n3 if I xcrc n child a t  tlic game, und had to begin ngain nt tlic beginning. 
With rc,nJrd to tlic training of cat-alry, I do not think we want gyinnastics quitc 90 
much a3 thc otlicr nrnis of tlic Scrricc, bcnuso our men arc conetnntlj l i d  a t  
work phjsicnlly. Tlicir llOrPC3 harc to be groomed crcrj- day, and they h3rc to 
ride a Rrcat deal, which kccps them strong nnd lit. Tlic fencing \rould also tcnd 
to liccp thclu strong nnd giro tlicm grcntcr confidcncc in their arms, and tho more 
confidcnt t h y  wcrc in tho uso of tlicir wcapons tlic more irrrristiblo would they 
bc. Witlircgnrd to tlic intcrcst tlic siibdtcrn o5ccrs takcin it, in my own rcgimcnt, 
nt present, ncnrly all tlic siibnltcrns nttcnd fcncing c m r j  crcning froin (i to 7. 
It docs not intcrfcrc with duty, Iiuuting, or an thing clsc of importnncc, and I do 
not sccwl~y Lliis eliould not bc donc alnays, an9 with tlic best rejultz. I tliinli tEc 
riibjcct is ono that 113s not commnndcd mucli intcrcst in tlic pnst, bnt I hope, ns 
Cnptain Hutton has rcrivcd thc question eo well, that interest iiiay bc rclwnkcncd. 
W c  do wnit IL book. I hnrc hcnrd an instructor latclj  complaining that the  book 
was out of print, nnd that horri3licd to linrc something to refer to. I liopc wc may 
soon Get sonic good standard text-book that thcyniay go by, in thc nbscnco of more 
practical instruction. 

Xajor WALLEB ASHE : Lord i\rcthuen, ladies, and gcntlcmcn, it is with krcat 
pleasure that I haro hcnrd tlic lccturo clcliwrcd SO ndmirably by my old brother 
officer, Captain Uutton, and I shnll bc plcascd if lic will allow nic to mako one OF’ 
two rcmnrks with rcgard to my own cspcricncis of srrordsuiansliip in our army. 
I wns cduca!cd abroad, nt tlic Collcgc llcnri Quntrc in Paris, and, Iiaying bccn :L 
pupil of Qrisicr, wlicn I joined my first rcgiincnt I brought all niy foils and inasks 
ait l i  me, nud for niiic ycnrj I cnrricd thcsc foils nnd masks nbout as pnrt of my 
in~pcdimcnts, niid ncrer nict a single brother ofliccr klio rnrcd or ,wislicd to  fcnco! 
A t  the Cape, wlicn with tlic 85th L i  lit Infantry, I rclncinbcr D field day, whm 

. Ciencrn! Sir Jaiiics Jnckson, nu old da ter loo  olliccr, was comiiinnding, and accing . 
an  infnntrr Colonel-I won’t eny my own Coloncl, bccnnsc lic might bc licro to-day 
--attcm ting to druw his sword wader the bridlc-am), thc Gcncral called .out to‘ 
Iiim, “goii will cut your nrm off, Colonel!” It‘ncvcr struck tlic Colonel tliat lic 
ought to draw bis sxord orer the bridle-arm. 80 littlc did he know of tlio weapon 
iic wore. As Adjutant of tho m n c  corps I.kad to tcnch thc oEcera tlic regulation 
sword cirrcisc of thosc dip, and wlicn I hnd got nay pupils into good order, R squad 
of ,thirty o r  forty, crery Einglcsticli coming down iu unison, nnd.tliouglit I lint1 
traincd thrni to pcrfcction, tlic inspcctiup field ofBccr Enid to uic so f fo  FOCC, “Did 
jou’cvcr ECC such 3 dcplornblc rpcctnclc?” I think tlic rnnic thing lins bccn 
alluded to bF niy lato friciid Sir Hichard Burton, in hi3 admimblc remarks on 
“.Sa-onl Exercise,” as prnctised in tlic British arniy. .On  joininn tLc Khg.3 
’Dn;looh Guards, I bfounci tlic srordsmnnsliip. a littlc better. X y  7ricnd on ni7 
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riglit, Ceiieral Marslantl, R ~ . S  niy subaltcrn a t  that tinw, niid Iic and I did Iiaro‘n 
bout or two occasiolral~)- Kith singhticks or nlbres, but I do not think 110 cnrcd 
111itcli for the point or foil play. In tho King’s Dragoon Gunrds I took tho troublc 
to cousult iuy scrgcnnt-major, and prcscutcd foils, masks, and singlcs!ichs to tlic 
iucn of my troop, alicii I found thcy were only too glad to gct sn opportuiiitj- 6f 
kerning to fcncc alien they hncl any oficcn, to  teach thcin and givc tlic crample. 
Colonel, now Gencnl, S q c r  was my Conininnding O5ccr in thoac dars, and, I am 
proud to rcnicmber, lie coniiiicndcd rue rcry niucli for tlic troublo I took and 11112 
crnniplc I act. I Iiopc Captain 1Lutton’s cloqucnt I c c t u r c d l  lead to B real rcrival 
of tliie splcndid and noble nrt. I,fcncrd with Angelo wlicu ho w a s  ninety, and hc 
ccrl:iinly wiis riot n tlccrcpid old man, nor (lid kc sd‘cr froni curraturc of the 
spinc.froiii fcncing. ’ I n  conclusion, I nni rery glad to  Iiare an opportunity.of. 
saving this a t  Captain IIutton’s brilliant cxporition, sccing that we limo 3 practical 
srorc1sni:in lihc Lord JIcthucn, now Cornmanding tho ITome Dietrict, in tlio cliiir; 
a3 such R conjunction docs not often occur aa getting D good lccturcr nnd a good 
chairman, both mnstcrs in tho noblc nrt of fcncc. 

Captain C ~ I L  MATTIILX, London Rifle Brinadc : Captain Nutton hnr told lis 
that thc want of enthusiasm for snordsmnnalzp i3 3 good dcnl duc, in tlic first 
plncc, to tlic npntlij s l i o ~ n i  on this aubjcct by tlio nutlioritiea nt our public scliools. 
This was irndoub~c~llj  tlic care in thc public ~cliool nkcrc I Rn3 broiiglit up about 
t r c l r c  years ago, and I do cot tliink i t  1133 altcred sincc then. IVc l i d  our ariiiy 
classes thcrc, but I do not think nuything whatever was dcuc in conjunction with 
tlicm to  tmin tlic boys physically. Somc fcw of thcm n-lio wcrc cnrollcd in the 
rcliool rinc corl13 wcrc trained in thc.riflc cxcrciscs, but tha t  r a g  not as compulsory 
:is i t  sh011ld Iiavc brcn. Wi th  r c p r d  to the a r t  of fence as tutight in thc E C ~ O O ~ ,  
wc l i d  an instrnctor d i o  c:inic do= oncc a acck in tlic ofternoon,and diiricg thc 
fcw Iioura that 11s wa3 tlicrc hc had to giro lcssons in foil fencing only to tlic r c r i  
s h a l l  nuiubcr of boys nho turncd up to tako their lessons. It  xns csscntial1F;for 
so I must call it, an  “unpopular sport.” Possibly tho rcnson of its unpopularily 
was that crickct and football were nnturnlly tho ganics mostly playcd there, and if D 

boy xmtcd  to tafc his lcuon in fencing Iic lind to givc up any clinncc of plajing 
cricket or football for tlie afternoon, nnd, a9 fencing \rns so totally unrccogniscd as 
a sport by tho nutlioritics of tlic tcliool, lie prcferml to give up nny clesiro tha t  Iic 
might 11arc to bccoine proficicnt in fencing, and talic up n niucli moro gciiemllj 
rccognised gniiic, lihc football o r  tennis. Auotlicr reason for this diuinclinntion.of 
tlrc rclioolboy to tnkc up fencing inay be Lhnt it is moro of nn indoor gnmc t l m  nu 
outdoor ganic ; but that tlicrc is first rutc matcrinl in tkc public schoolboy of which 
to mnko swordsrncn I nui quitc certain. I n  our rifle corps armoury thcrc were 
i r l ~ ~ ~ s  n fcn- singlcsticfs and basfct hilts lying about, nnd at rnricus times, whcn 
nothing much was going on at intcrrds bctrccn school hours, a fcw b o p  uscd to 
gct togcthcr thcrc and bcgan “ tapping nt onc another” with tlieao ringlcstieks, but 
as nothing was crcr tau& thcm, no kind of instruction rrhatcrcr, no errors 
corrccted, akhough tho dr& instructor wa9 tlicro nearly 311 tho time, thercsdt.u;lis 
moat dccidctlly as unscicntific a3 i t  could be. If tlie boys rrcre properly cxourigcd 
by tho autliorities in tho sainc way that they nro for otlicr ntlilctica, I am rcrtain n 
r e r j  great dcnl niiglit be niadc out of tlie art, and tlmt tlicy would tlieu’go u p  to 
Sniidkicrst or IV&hi-icIi or into ciriliaii lifc, nt any rate better grouaded in the  %it. 
of fencing than they are nt prcxnt. A fciv word3 more on tlie subject of the 
French system nod the English systcm of fence. From what I linrc Eeen, there is 
110 doubt that tlic French military systcm is tho t o t ,  a d  what leads mc to think 
so, and to bc ccrtain of it, is that I ncrcr yct h c w  o man who 11nd becn taught. by 
nn English military instructor, and had subscqucntly gone to R Frcnch instrukt??, 
lcaro tlint Frcnchninn and go bock to tl!c Engl i~h  militarj inatructor. I ncrcr 
lincw B m:rn nho bcgan fcucing with a Frcnch instrnctor throw him up for a n  
English military instructor, but I linrc knoan rcry mnny cnacs of tlic oppode, and 

I . .  

._ 
I tfiinli tl#at spiaks rolumcs. 

Tho CaAxau.4s (Lord lfcthncn) : 1 t h ink re  now harc had n rcrJ full diacuesion 
of an nblc elmmctc;, and i t  is a iubjcct on which I SUI glnd to iay D few wordi; 
bccausc I h3rc tn-o letters hcrc’of raluc, and contradictirig to ioine crtcnt the 
rcmrlis that linw becn madc a i t h w g r d  to thc nputliy that is elionn b~ Iicail- 
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masters in public scliools a3 to tkc noble art  of fencing. I wns writing to Dr. 
Wnrre, thc 1icad.mnrtcr of Eton. on uitc another eubjccl last weck, when he did 
not cwn  know- that this locturew-as to8c  delirered, and tic writcs to  me as followr . 
‘1 On the pliyricnl side thcre nrc two things which aliould bc encouraged whkh no; 
a rc  not encouraged, nnd ofterr nrc begun too late. Xo. 1. Physics1 Grill of B certain 
kind, tending to sct up tlic f r u m  nnd erpand the clicst. X.B.-Do not adrocate 
gymnastics for bop. Tlicy 1iavc gamcs, nnd Xntnrc rcquircs tlrnt somcthing slinll 
bo kept in rcserre. Oyinnnstic3 are quitc riglit from ninctcen to  twcntyfivc. 
Swodsmnneki : this ought to be encouniged for boys. Yhey can lenrn it qnickly, 
niore quickly t tnn  men. It ia good for eye and hand, nnd i t  IS also helpful in after 
fiuc.” Eo yiucli foi a head-nrestcr of R school and apathy. X o w  I rcccived a 
let tcr from General Keith Fraser, Inepcctor-General of Cnrnlrj, containing the 
following words : “ (1) I amrec with Captain IIutton a3 to tkc immense ndraritnno 
it would be to boys destine3 for thc nnny 3nd the army chsrcs in public selioole?f 
they wcro obliged to  go t hough  a course of instruction in fencing. . I can spcak 
from ersonal cspcricnce of thc raluc of learning enrly in lifc froni a good mneter, 
thou& for mnny years after I did not a p i n  fence.” Gentlemen, I deprecate 
strongly anything that would interfcrc with tho open-air games of 1110 public 
rchoole. I my, nnd I beliere I cnrry the fceling of this meeting with inc, that it is 
tboso games that arc pl:rpA on the playin fields nL Eton and elscrlicro thnt 
lcnd our o5ccrs to honour nnd tog107 ; it is tfiosc gamcs that mnlie lcadcrs of men, 
and tlierc is a liealthy rivalry, tlierc 13 a fnscination, there is an  excitement and an  
unccr:n.inty ubout r m c 3  likc that to ichoolboys which, I contcnd, fencing will 
nercr give. I spea - M OW wlio has been fond of fencing Iiimxlf, from tho timc 
that lie joined. I perhnps took up fencing bccausc I did not npprorc of my face 
being madc a lnornble tarpct for tho long or eliort nngc  for professors of tho noblo 
art of sclf-defence, and tlicreforc quittcd boxing for fencing, but I carrnot nnmo 
to you two exercisc~ that I think dcrelop niind nnd body niorc than boxing and 
fencizg. Whether it could be poBible for thc authorities to forcc candidates for 
Sandliuret or Woolwich, or passing through tho Militia into tlic nrmy, to o 
though a qunlifjing craminntion in fencing, I cnnnot eny, but I tliink it would %o 
am inestimable ndtantage. I tliink that tlic nniount of fencing flint could bc learnt 
a t  a public school, an Captnin Hutton sap,  in threc hours pcr week could not inter- 
fcrc with thc outdoor gnuies, nnd I bcliere tha t  if you nrc to  introduce nny systcni 
of fencing into our nrmy it  will be extremely dillicult to find tho nintcrial on whicli 
to work, unlcsa jou induce tlie boys in public echoole to lenrn, aa General Keith 
Fraser eaje, when they ore young, and to  bc capnblc of rcceiring tlic tuition thnt 
they will get from Frenchmen. It ie not an ercrcisc, bcliero me, that it is a t  nll 
pleasant to leurn beyond a certain age. It ia not an exercke tlint I ndriae peoplc 
aftcr thirty to  take up. Fencing aud gymnastics, I contend, do not 60 to cthcr. I 
feel quitc certain that Cnptain 11utton llnd no wish whatever to  say nn uniind word 
about anybody, alirc or dead, but tlicre nrc duties that men Iiwc to do; tlioy liarc 
to spcak out, and tlic grcat lianii tlint is donc in thia lifc is nlicn a Juan has an opinion 
of Ilia own and is nfrnid to atate it. It is not lrr. McLnren, it is not General 
Hnn~mcrslcy, i t  ie not Colonel Fos that Captain Hutton is rpcnking about; it is the 
gcoeral sjstem and thc way that fencing is taught in England. I contend that 
fencing is not an  Endish grortli. It ie no more popular in England, or Gcrmany, 
or Austrin, or Russ;, tliun criclicL nnd other ouxloor gnucs arc in France. It is 
a growth of France, of Spain, and ItdJ-. It ail1 not be n Flnnt that you will find 
grow naturally in England. You will haro to  nursc it, and if fencing in to gain 
thc place that it should occupy, I contcnd tlirt it is for UE officers in the army to 
induce the authorities to girc us good masters, to re us our salles d’arme: in 
Londont if you likc, for fencing yractico; but let it t o  clearly undcrstood that in 
six month  it ie im ollsible for nny one to learn fcncing and gjinnastics together. 
It in not tho fault o f  the officcm, it is not thc fuult of the teacliers, thdt fencing docs 
not occu y tho position thnt it ought in tho arm ; it is I tliink becnusc wo liarc 
not j e t  eKown oureelrce aufficicntly energetic,or L o  not put suficicnt reedure on 
tlio autlioritice to induce tliem to come nnd aid uB to teaoli wliat wc w S  to learn. 
h’ow, gentlemcn, I hare nothing moro to eay, unleis you will allow me to read 3 
little morc of General Keith Frarcr’s letter: “It is utterljixupoasiblc to train come 
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p p n t  instructors under o w  prcsent system of combining gymnastics and fencing. 
pr ing  tho grcatcst iniportnncc to t>e former, and trying to train competent in- 
structors in six mootha. I know liow zealously and pcracrcringly men7 of our 
army fcncing in5tructors work, nnd 1 d a a y s  f e d  sorry for  them iii siring c h s ~  
lcssons. I am sure that the sy3:om of somc foreinn nriiiics of indiridiial teaching, 
h t l i  with renard to equitation and swordsmans~p, is tlic right onc. Until we 
hare establisfkd a tlioroughlr good scliool of fencing in England wo must go to  
Frnncc or to Italr  for instruction. I n  my last regiment, the 1st Life Guads, in 
thc  fifties and sixties, tlicrc wcrc some famous ssodsmcn, such ns St. John, nud 
rn on. I n  concluaion, I liarc ojily to sny this of fcncing. that tliosc who liar0 once 
talioxi i t  up will find it nlmo.st tlic only ercrcisc thnt I can think cf now that will sec 
tliem tlirougk life.” Up to fifty JOU nrc nn quick ns you wcrc at  tncnty; from 
fifty to sixty r o i l  iinnginc joii nrc ns quick,nltliougli in  rcility you Gud you neither 
p i n  hits nor ncknowlcdgc hits with tlic bamc quiclincss that you did ahcn jouxc re  
younger. But it is thc onc excrcisc that, I contend, in no m-ay t r i e s  thc brain. I 
liavc gonc nmaT from m y  olkc, perhaps hirinn donc as much work ns some for 3 
good many hours, nnd I 1iirc on0 to tho echoa of arms with tired bn in  and bodr, 
snd  I hare been ablc to  go tom0 and fcel tha t  that hour’s fencinn I133 sct me 
straight for doing antither two hours’ wotk if I wish it. I tell you $ in unfair to 
fencing to my tliat it  nil1 eithcr girt  curraturc of tlie spine or an;?ct the brain in 
any way. I hsrc simply to finish by tlianking Captain Hutton for his lecturc, nnd 
also all those gcntlenien w1io hnrc nsaislcd in it3 dirciission. 
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